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- AUSTRIA REQUESTS RECOGNITION OF HER NEUTRAL- 


ITY. 


1 few 


Austrian diplomatic representatives were instructed 

days ago to notify the governments of all countries 

vith which Austria maintains diplomatic relations as to 
» text of the new Constitutional Law on Neutrality and, 
the same time, to request that they recognize Austrian 

neutrality. In the case of the signatories of the Austrian 

state Treaty, the Austrian Ambassadors submitted similar 
tes on November 14. 


CREDIT REDUCTION MEASURES APPROVED. On Novem- 
ber 14, the Ministry of Finance concluded an agreement with 
y the Austrian Banking Association relative to the granting 
‘redit. The purpose of the agreement is to bring the ex- 





insion of credit to a halt and, subsequently, to bring about 
reduction in credit. Under its terms, the banks will set 
ut immediately to call in loans granted over and beyond 
existing credit framework. An overall reduction of 10% 
vithin three months is being required in connection with 
extension of loan agreenients. Highly selective criteria 
ire being laid down for the granting of new loans and in the 
case of instalment buying the down-payment percentage will 
be increased and the payment period reduced —this for the 
purpose of bringing about a definite decrease in the volume 
of such credits. Similar agreements have also been con- 
cluded with other credit institutions. 
Commenting on this agreement, Minister of Finance 
Kamitz declared that if the Austrian people want a hard 
currency they must not shrink from the rigorous measures 
necessary for defending it. Among other things, the Minister 
Stated that the credit restrictions would lead to a reduction 
in inventories and by releasing this amount of merchandise 
n the market, reduced prices would result. As other results 
which could be expected from the measures, Herr Kamitz 
listed renewed attention by Austrian businessmen to export 
Ssibilities, more accurate calculation of prices and elimi- 
nation of the undesirable practice of raising prices and 





wages every time difficulties arise. 

The Minister announced that if it became necessary, con- 
Sideration would be given to the application of certain direct 
measures in the field of trade policy (e.g. the lowering of 
‘ustoms duties or the extension of liberalization measures) 
for the purpose of exerting pressure on specific types of 
merchandise. 
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KREISKY DISCUSSES QUADRIPARTITE GUARANTEE OF 
AUSTRIAN INDEPENDENCE. Undersecretary Bruno Kreisky 
declared in a recent speech that Austria’s fundamentally 
new position as a neutral nation presents Austrian foreign 
policy with problems which must be solved immediately. 
He maintained that this neutrality must be brought to the 
attention of all countries with which Austria maintains 
diplomatic relations, without delay and in a particularly 
forceful manner, Herr Kreisky added that it the 
same time be necessary to seek express recognition of this 


would at 


voluntary decision on the part of Austria. He also exnressed 
the opinion that a guarantee of Austrian independence by the 
signatories of the Austrian State Treaty would be a desirable 
developrient. 


GARRISON SITES SELECTED FOR NEW FEDERAL ARMY. 
According to a report to the Cabinet by Chancellor Raab on 
his recent inspection trip to various barracks and military in- 
Stallations throughout Austria, the following sites have been 
selected for the quarters, training grounds 
of the new Austrian Army: 

Fasangarten Barracks, Meidling Barracks, Brei- 
tensee Barracks, Radetzky Barracks, Trost Barracks, Kagran 
Barracks, Albrech Barracks, Wilhelm Barracks, Stift Bar- 
racks, Stammersdorf Barracks (Army Hospital) and Kaiser 
F’bersdorf Barracks. 


and flying fields 


Vienna: 


Lower Austria: The following localities have 
selected as garrison posts: St. Poelten, Krems, Horn, 
Stockerau, Mistelbach, Klosterneuburg, Melk, Korneuburg, 
Baden, Wierer-Neustadt, Woellersdorf, Hainburg, Goetzendorf 
(Sommerrein troop training field), Tulln 


Langenlebarn airfield. 


been 


Weitra and the 


Burgenland: Neusiedl, Eisenstadt, Pinkafeld, Oberwarth, 
Bruck Neudorf, Kaisersteinbruch. 


Tyrol: Innsbruck, Absam, Schwatz, Hall, Landeck, Imst, 
Woergl, Kufstein, St. Johann, Lienz, Wattener Lizum. 


Vorarlberg: Bregenz, Lochau. 
Salzburg: Saalfelden, St. Johann, Salzburg. 


Upper Austria: Linz, Hoersching, Enns, Freistadt, Steyr, 
Ried, Braunau, Rohrbach. 

Styria: Graz, Leoben, Zeltweg, Aigen, Strass, Ratkers- 
burg, Thalerhof Airfield. 


Carinthia: Klagenfurt, Villach, Seebach, Oberfellach, 
Wolfsberg, Bleiburg, Voelkermarkt, Spittal. 





4 





November 26, 1955 


Austrian Information 


$$. 


Page 2 





BURDENS FROM STATE TREATY LESS THAN ILLEGAL 
SOVIET TRANSFERS OF PROFITS. According to a recent 
statement of Dr. Nemschak, head of the Institute for Fco- 
nomic Research, illegal Soviet transfers of profits from 
Austria during the final years of the occupation amounted 
to at least 67 million dollars. This sum is considerably 
higher than that represented by all of the settlements which 
Austria must make under the State Treaty, such settlements 
amounting to less than 50 million dollars annually. The 
primary explanation for the high profits of the Soviets is that 
they paid only part of their taxes, made practically no 
investments and recklessly exploited the enterprises which 
they had confiscated. 

Dr. Nemschak also revealed that the average rate of 
investment in Austria between 1948 and 1954 was sonething 
over 18% of the national income,reaching almost 22% in 1954. 
SPECIAL SESSION OF PARLIAMENT ON DECEMBER 21. 
On December 21, 1955, the two Houses of the Austrian 
Parliament, the National Council and the Federal Council, 
will meet in joint the fact that 
ten years previously the first freely elected popular repre- 
sentative group constituted the Second Revublic of Austria. 
It was at that session that the forner State Chancellor Karl 
Renner elected President of the Republic and the 
present Foreign Minister Leopold Figl was appointed Chan- 
cellor. 

490 AUSTRIANS STILL DETAINED IN FOREIGN COUN. 
TRIES. As of November 10, 1955 there were still at least 
490 Austrian citizens under foreign arrest, 428 of them in the 


session to commemorate 


was 


Soviet Union. Official information is available about 341 
of them but there are incontrovertible indications from re- 
turning POWS that at least 87 other Austrian citizens are 


being detained by the Soviets. Of the other Austrians still 
being held abroad, 31 are in Czechoslovakia, 16 in Eastern 
Germany, 6 in Pungary, 2 in Poland, 1 each in Albania and 
Rumania and 5 in France, 

ONLY 776 OF AUSTRIA’S 34,000 ORGANIZATIONS ARE 
POLITICAL GROUPS. At the present time there are 34,000 
organizations in Austria, of which 6,738 alone are savings 
associations. The second largest group is that made up of 
the 5,816 gymnastic and sports associations, followed by 
4,557 musical and choral groups, 4,537 gardening and animal 
breeding societies and 3,046 charitable organizations. It is 
interesting to note that there are only 776 political asso- 
ciations in the whole country. 

FEDERAL ARMY RESUMES HONOR GUARD DUTIES. 
The units of the Austrian Federal Army stationed in Vienna 
have recently taken over from the city’s police force the 
duty of providing honor companies and honor guards. Since 
the end of the last war, the Vienna police have supplied 
such personnel at least 100 times for the purpose of re- 
ceiving distinguished foreign guests and attending official 
ceremonies. At the same time, the Federal Army assumed 
the duty of providing honor guards at the foreign embassies 
in the city. 

EMPLOYMENT FIGURES STILL OVER 2.15 MILLION. 
As of the end of October, the number of employed persons 
in Austria was 2,151,130, i.e. 75,000 higher than during the 


corresponding period of 1954. The greatest increases in the 
number of workers were registered by the iron and metal, 
clothing and foodstuffs industries. As of the same date, 
only 77,491 persons were collecting unemployment insurance, 
Of the latter number, 27,664 were men and 49,827 women. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF STATE-OWNED BUILDINGS COST 
100 MILLION DOLLARS. The recent reopening of the Vienna 
State Opera marked the conclusion, for all practical purposes, 
of the program for reconstructing state-owned buildings, 
By 1945, 65% of all Federal property in Vienna had been 
either destroyed or damaged. In the rest of Austria, the 


average rate of destruction was 25%. Thus far the sum of } 


approximately 100 million dollars has been expended on 
rebuilding and restoring this property. The most important 
of the reconstructed buildings are Schoenbrunn Palace, 
Belvedere Palace, the History of Art Museum, the Hofburg 
Palace, the Gloriette, the Albertina Gallery, the Razumowstki 
Gallery, the Academy of Fine Arts, the Federal Chancellery, 
Vienna Fair Building, the Government Building (formerly the 
Ministry of War), the Ministry of the Interior, the Finance 
Ministry, the University, the Institute of Technology, the 
Army Museum, Parliament, the Hofburg in Innsbruck, the 
University of Graz and the Salzburg Residenz Palace. Among 
the few remaining projects to be completed during the coming 
months are the main staircase in the Law Building of Vienna 
University and the Upper House chamber in Parliament. Upon 
completion of the latter auditorium, Parliament will in tl. 
future hold its regular sessions in the (smaller) Upper House 
Chamber, while the present (and larger) Parliamentary Hall 
will be used only for joint sessions of the two houses of 
Parliament. 


SETTLEMENT OF GERMAN-AUSTRIAN- CITIZENSHIP 
DISPUTE. The Federal Constitutional Court of the German 
Federal Republic recently ruled, in connection with 4 
constitutional appeal case, that all Austrians who ac 
quired German citizenship as a result of Hitler’s annex: 
ation of their country in 1938 have lost this citizenship 
under the Austrian law of April 27, 1945, providing for the 
restoration of the Republic of Austria. The German court 
thereby recognized that all persons of previous Austrian 
nationality as of the date of the restoration of the Austrian 
nation — regardless of their whereabouts at such time — may 
no longer be claimed by the German Federal Republic as 
German citizens and that they automatically and without 
exception lost their German citizenship as of April 27, 1945, 
at which time they also regained their Austrian citizenship. 


NEARLY 1-%4 MILLION CARRY COMPULSORY INSURANCE. 
As of September 1, 1955, 1,219,651 persons in Austria were 
carrying compulsory insurance. Of this number, 820,272 were 
men and 399,379 women, In addition to the above-mentioned 
total, there were 74,953 persons paying the insurance pre 
miums on a voluntary basis. The total number of persons 
carrying such insurance is 136,000 higher than the average 
for 1954. Likewise as of September 1, the Insurance Insti 
tute was paying regular subsistence pensions to 428,322 
persons, 963 of them living abroad. 
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PRODUCTIVITY INCREASE CONTINUES DESPITE BOOM. 
According to a recent statement of Dr. Nemschak, head of 
the Institute for Business Research in Vienna, productivity 

Austria has continued to increase throughout the boom 
period, all fears to the contrary notwithstanding, and is now 
approximately 22% higher than in 1952. During the same 
period, the cost of living dropped about 0.5%, but is never- 
theless 5% higher than in 1953. At the present time, wages 
are 10-14% higher than in 1952. Dr. Nemchak reached the 
-onclusion that Austria’s economic situation justifies a 
feeling of optimism inasmuch as full employment has now 

n achieved, the burdens arising out of the State Treaty 

have been covered in a balanced budget involving no in- 
crease in taxes and, in addition, substantial progress has 
been made in the field of social welfare policy. 
ATOMIC POWER PLANTS WILL NOT ELIMINATE NEED 
FOR STORAGE HYDROELECTRIC POWER PLANTS. In the 
year 1953, Austrian domestic requirements for unprocessed 
power amounted to approximately 81 trillion kilogram/calo- 
ries, Of this figure, 73.3 trillion were obtained from fuels 
natural gas, petroleum and solid fuels) whereas unprocessed 
water power accounted for only 7.7 trillion. A total of 8,806 
million kilowatt hours were generated, 3,336 million — or 
26.8% — of which were produced by thermal power. 

The increase in power requirements during recent years 
represents an annual increase of approximately 3.5% in fuel 
needs and 11.2% in electric current requirements. Conserva- 

» estimates indicate that increases of 2.5% for fuel and 
7.5% for electric energy may be expected in the future. This 
means that by 1980 electric power requirements will amount 

more than 150 trillion kilogram/calories annually. 

On the other hand, the water-power facilities which are 
worth developing represent a total annual working capacity 
of only 40 billion kilowatt hours and it will not be possible 
to maintain domestic coal production at the present level for 
more than approximately 20 years, the expectation being that 
this coal production will have become insignificant by the 
turn of the century. Petroleum and natural gas resources are 
likewise limited. 

For these reasons, ne suitable sources of potential 
energy are available for Austria’s power requirements in the 
listant future. This means that preparations for the establish- 
ment of an Austrian atomic energy system must be con- 
sidered as a compelling necessity. 

The special factors involved in the production of energy 
from atomic power exclude the possibility of atomic power 
plants being used for daily and seasonal peak requirements. 


INCREASING USE OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT IN AUS- 
TRIA. The increase in electric power consumption in Aus- 
tria has increased by leaps and bounds during recent years. 
The increase from 1945 to 1954 was 182% and was 12.4% just 
in the period 1953-54. This overall rise in consumption has 
been accompanied by increased use of electric energy in 
useholds, primarily as the result of greater availability 
f all types of equipment. From 1947 to 1954, the number 
f electrical ovens tripled, that of two-burner hotplates rose 
142% and that of hot-water heaters 406%. Sales of refrigera- 
tors and washing machines have also been very heavy. 


CHEAP GASOLINE IN AUSTRIA AGAIN. With the recent 
reduction of the cost of gasoline from 3.70 schillings to 
3.10 schillings per liter (1 liter is slightly less than 1 
quart — Ed.). Austria’s gasoline is now among the cheapest 
in Europe. The Austrian price of diesel oil is also below 
the European average, as will be seen from the following 
tabulation: 


Gasoline Diesel Oil 
The Hague 2.54 1.06 
Stockholm 3.07 1.26 
Vienna 3.10 2.11 
Zuerich 3.13 2.68 
London 3.27 3.23 
Hamburg 3.74 3.03 
Paris 4.78 3.85 


The above prices are per liter and in Austrian schillings 
(26 schillings equal one dollar — Ed.) 
RECORD FIGURES IN TOURIST TRADE. Austria is expect- 
ing foreign-exchange receipts in the amount of 100 million 
dollars from this year’s foreign tourist trade, since the 
months of June, July and August have by themselves ac- 
counted for half of this amount. The number of registered 
foreign visitors in the tourist year of 1952-53 was 1.6 mil- 
lion, in 1953-54 it was 1.9 million and in the first 9 months 
of the present year 2.2 million, i.e. 30% more than in the 
comparable period for the previous year. The number of 
overnight accommodations for foreign tourists exceeded the 
10 million mark during the first three quarters of 1955, 
whereas the total number of such accommodations last year 
was only 9.5 million. The greatest number of the foreign 
visitors were Germans, followed by the British, Dutch and 
French. Of the provinces visited, Tyrol continues to enjoy 
a substantial lead over Salzburg and Carinthia. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


FIRST U.S. TOUR OF SALZBURG MOZARTEUM ORCHESTRA. 
Following several successful European tours, the orchestra 
of the Salzburg Mozarteum, directed by Ernst Maerzendorfer, 
will make its first concert tour through the United States in 
March and April of 1956. On the occasion of a visit to 
Salzburg, the conductor Dmitri Mitropoulos wrote Mr. Maer- 
zendorfer as follows: ‘‘... It was only today that I learned 
that the orchestra was not the Vienna Philharmonic but that 
it was the orchestra you had created and which sounded like 
a first-class orchestra. I congratulate you with heartfelt 
sincerity...’’ 

Ernst Maerzendorfer is himself a former student of the 
Salzburg Mozarteum. He worked with the Vienna State Opera 
in 1945 and with the Graz Opera in 1946, In 1947 he directed 
the Vienna Symphony Orchestra and became famous for 
conducting the world-premieres of works by Stravinsky. In 
1950 he conducted at the Hamburg Opera and in 1951 took 
charge of the Mozarteum conducting classes. In the follow- 
ing years he conducted at the Colon Opera House in Buenos 
Aires on numerous occasions and in 1953 he assumed the 
office of Artistic Director of the Mozarteum Orchestra. 
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BRUNO WALTER HEADS NEW GUSTAV MAHLER SOCIETY. 
On November 11, 1955, an organization known as the ‘‘Gus- 
tav Mahler Society’’ was formed at the headquarters of the 
Vienna Philharmonic, The conductor Bruno Walter, who was 
in Vienna for the opening of the State Opera and who also 
conducted several concerts of the Philharmonic there, ac- 
cepted the office of president of the new Society. Walter 
declared, in connection with the founding of the new organ- 


ization, that the time of Gustav Mahler had at last arrived 
and that he was convinced that the Vienna Philharmonic 
would do its part toward meeting the current demand for 


Mahler’s music. 


AUSTRIAN ARTISTS EXHIBIT IN PHILADELPHIA. The 
Austrian artists Maria Bilger, Heinz Leinfellner and Wander 
Bertoni are exhibiting a number of their sculptures, drawings 
and prints at the Robert Carlen Gallery in Philadelphia from 
Nov. 18 to Dec. 23, 1955. 

Maria Bilger is a founding member of the International 
Art Club and has held successful exhibitions on repeated 
occasions at the Venice and Sao Paulo Biennials. In 1954 
she was awarded a gold medal at the Milan Triennial. 

Heinz Leinfellner, who has also been successfully repre- 
sented at previous Biennials, was winner of the first prize 
in the competition for a statue of ‘‘The Unknown Political 
Prisoner.’’ He recently completed large-scale marble inlay 
work in the restored Vienna State Opera House. 

Wander Bertoni also participated in the reconstruction 
of the Opera House, where he is represented by two modern 
reliefs. Works by this artist are to be found in public and 
private collections in the United States, Sweden, Germany, 
Switzerland, Italy, Austria and other countries. 


PAUL BADURA-SKODA TO PLAY IN HOLLYWOOD BOWL. 
Paul Badura-Skoda, the young Viennese pianist, will give a 
piano recital on July 19, 1956, in the Hollywood Bowl, which 
accommodates an audience of 25,000. He will be the second 
pianist to perform there, Artur Rubinstein having been the 
first. The artist will arrive in Hollywood in mid-July follow- 
ing a concert tour through Australia and after his Bowl con- 
cert, he will return to Vienna. 


WILTEN CITY BAND GIVES 120 CONCERTS IN SOUTH 
AMERICA. The well-known city band of Wilten in Tyrol 
is currently making a tour through South America. This 
traditionally famous wind ensemble will appear in a total 
of 120 concerts in Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, Peru, 
Uruguay and Venezuela. The scheduled series of appear- 
ances constitutes the most extensive tour to be undertaken 
by an Austrian wind group since the year 1904, when the 
Vienna composer Ziehrer made a triumphal tour through the 
United States with the Deutschmeister Band. 


JUILLIARD QUARTET SUCCESS IN VIENNA. At its recent 
guest appearance in Vienna, the Juilliard Quartet received 
a wonderful reception for its performance of all six quartets 
of Bela Bartok. Vienna music critics had high praise for the 
perceptiveness and sensitivity of the American chamber 
music ensemble. 


AUSTRIAN NUCLEAR PHYSICIST TO STUDY IN U.S. Dr 
Gustav Ortner, the Austrian nuclear physicist who was 
teaching at Cairo University until recently, will leave for 
the United States after a short stay in Vienna. He is coming 
to America on assignment by the Austrian Ministry of Edv- 
cation and will study the operation of research reactors at 
the Argonne National Laboratory in Lemont, Illinois, as 
well as at other atom research centers. The assignment of 
Professor Ortner to the U. S. is in connection with the forth- 
coming construction of a research reactor in Vienna as we]] 
as with scientific training for the peaceful utilization of 
atomic energy. 

CAMILLA WILLIAMS SCORES GREAT SUCCESS IN VIEN. 
NA. The American singer Camilla Williams, who made her 
Vienna debut with a Schubert recital less than a year ago, 
recently gave an extremely successful recital there of lieder 
by Mozart, Schubert and Brahms. The singer won particular 
acclaim for her encores, which she selected from negro 
spirituals rarely heard in Vienna. 


PROFESSOR FINSTERER DIES. Professor Hans Finsterer, 
the world-famous surgeon, died in Vienna recently at the 
age of 78. Dr. Finsterer became famous by performing a tota] 
gastric resection for the first time in the history of surgery, 
In the course of his career, he published over 300 scientific 
studies on gastric surgery and described a new method of 
ulcer excision, the scientific designation for which honors 
his name. Professor Finsterer was an honorary member of 
numerous scientific and surgical associations in Europe and 
overseas as well as President of the Austro-American So- 
ciety and Honorary President of the Austrian Section of the 
International College of Surgeons. 


KOKOSCHKA TO PAINT OPERA OPENING. Oskar Ko 
koschka, the famous Austrian artist who returned to Austria 
for the first time in nine years to be present at the opening 
of the opera, expressed great enthusiasm over the reconstruc 
tion of the State Opera. He announced that he is accepting 
the invitation of the Austrian Government to do a large 
painting of the festive opening of the theater. Declaring that 
he does not yet have a definite concept in mind for the pic- 
ture, he indicated that it would express everything which 
this symbol of Vienna’s cultural and spiritual rebirth means 
to him, 

The Vienna Gobelin Factory is at present completing 
a large tapestry on the subject of ‘‘Amor and Psyche’’ which 
was designed by Kokoschka. 
FAI CONGRESS IN VIENNA. The meeting of the Parachute 
Committee of the International Air Sports Association (Fl), 
which took place recently, was attended by delegates from 
15 European countries and the United States. Discussions 
at the meeting were concerned primarily with working out 
the details for the world championships in parachute jump- 
ing which are to be held in 1956. At the present time there 
are 26 persons in Austria engaging in parachute jumping 45 
a sport and another 100 have applied for private training in 
this field. Now that the State Treaty has gone into effect, 
this sport is permissible. The meeting also featured an 
exhibition of new types of parachutes from Germany and 
England. 
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ACTIVE AUSTRIAN PARTICIPATION IN ‘“‘GEOPHYSICS 
YEAR."’ The ‘‘Geophysics Year of 1957-58,’’ which will 
begin on June 1, 1957, and which is the third scientific 
project of its kind, stems from an idea by Karl Weyprecht, 
he Austrian polar explorer who organized the ‘‘First Polar 
year’’ of 1882-83. The second ‘‘Polar Year’’ took place in 
1932-33. The year 1957-58 was selected for the geophysical 
project because it coincides with the next maximum period 





f sunspots. All of Austria’s meteorological and observation 
stations will actively participate in the project. 


NEARLY 20,000 UNIVERSITY STUDENTS IN AUSTRIA. 
, At the present time 19,954 students are registered at Aus- 
trian universities. Of this number, 4,027 are women, Vienna 
University has the highest percentage of women students, 
i.e. nearly 30% of its enrollment, whereas only 2% of the 
students at the institutes of technology are women. The 
number of foreign students is continuing to increase and 

the present time approximately one-fifth of the entire 
iniversity student body come from other countries. The 
schools with the largest numbers of foreign students are the 
University of Innsbruck, the Graz Institute of Technology, 
the Mozarteum in Salzburg, the Academy of Music in Vienna 
and the Leoben School of Mining. 


REDUCED ACTIVITY IN BELLES-LETTRES BOOK- 
PRODUCTION. Austrian book production has shown an in- 
teresting development in various literary fields during the 
past three years. This is shown by the following tabulation 
f the number of titles issued during the years 1952-54: 








1952 1953 1954 

Religion 122 139 136 
Philosophy 34 54 33 
Economics 130 140 148 
Belles Lettres 456 432 363 
Books for Young People 216 223 195 
School Books 139 139 152 
Historical Works 133 131 116 
Medical Works 123 94 iZe 
Natural Sciences 113 113 146 
Total 1,466 1,467 1,416 


Foreign trade statistics for the year 1954 show that 
ook imports represented a value of 87 million schillings as 
igainst 112 million for book exports. 


FILM NEWS. The Oefa-Schoenbrunn Film Company is working 
oh @ comedy entitled ‘‘Ober, Zahlen’’ (Waiter, the Bill) in 
which the typical Austrian institution of the cafe will be the 
oackground. The principal parts will be played by the famous 
character actors Paul Hoerbiger, Hans Moser and Rudolf 
Karl, The film is being directed by E.W. Emo and the music 
will be by Hans Lang. 
Peter Rosegger’s novel ‘‘Die Foersterbuben’’ provides 

the story for a picture of the same name which is now 
being filmed in the mountains of Carinthia. 

The Austrian film producer Harald Kicher has been as- 

Signed by the University of Istanbul to produce a large 
number of scientific documentaries in Turkey. 









FIRST AUSTRIAN NEWSREEL IN COLOR. The ‘‘Austria 
Wochenschau’’ (Weekly Newsreel Review - Ed.) is presently 
showing its first color film in Vienna. This special feature 
deals with the most important events which have taken place 
since the signing of the State Treaty, culminating with the 
opening of the Vienna State Opera. 


NEW WAVE LENGTHS FOR AUSTRIAN RADIO STATIONS. 
As aresult of the change in the wave lengths of the Austrian 
radio stations, the Austrian Broadcasting System’s ‘‘First 
Program’’ will henceforth be heard on a wave length of 
203.4 meters (1,474 kilocycles) and the ‘‘Second Program’’ 
on 513.7 meters (584 kilocycles). The transmitters in the 
provinces have also been changed to other wave lengths in 
order to prevent overlapping with other European programs 
which has existed in the past. The ‘‘Third Program’’ will 
continue to be broadcast by shortwave, over the 25 and 48 
meter bands, 


REPUBLIK OSTERREICH 





SPECIAL STAMP FOR ‘‘POSTAGE STAMP DAY." In honor 
of ‘‘Postage Stamp Day’’ on December 1, 1955, the Austrian 
Postal Administration is issuing a special stamp in the 
denomination of 1 schilling (25 groschen surcharge) in a 
printing of 590,000. The violet-brown stamp shows a young 
man leafing through a stamp album and contains a reference 
to the occasion for its issuance. The surcharge will be for 
the benefit of Austrian philatelists. 


EXTENSIVE MELTING OF ALPINE GLACIERS. The ‘‘Al- 
pine Research Station of Innsbruck University,’’ which is 
located at Obergurgel in Tyrol and which is popularly known 
as the ‘‘Glacier University,’’ has for many decades been 
concerning itself with scientific research on characteristic 
phenomena of high mountain areas, especially glaciers. Ac- 
cording to its findings, the glaciers in the Alps have been 
melting steadily for approximately 100 years. The ‘‘Glacier 
University’’ has found that in their centers, the Alpine 
glaciers are losing approximately 25 inches in thickness 
and as much as 23 feet at their edges every year. The losses 
in length amount to 30-65 feet annually. This extensive 
melting is attributed approximately 80% to solar energy and 
about 20% to reduced intensity of snowfalls and cold during 
the winter months. It has been estimated that if all of the 
world’s glaciers were to melt, the sea level would rise about 
130 feet, thereby causing entire areas to disappear. On the 
other hand, it is an established fact that once before in 
history there was heavy melting of glaciers and that, for 
example, the glaciers of Europe in the 16th century were 
substantially smaller than they are at the present time. 
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AUSTRIAN SKIERS BEGIN OLYMPIC TRAINING. The 
Olympic team of the Austrian Ski Association has started 
its training program, under excellent snow conditions and 
in sunny fall weather, at the traditional Weiss-See training 
area in the High Tauern Mountains (11,150 ft.). It is planned 
that 7 women and 7 men will participate in the Alpine ski 
competition at the next Winter Olympic Games. Since the 
Swiss Ski Association does not begin'‘its training program 
until later, the famous Swiss skier Martin Julen is at the 
Austrian training camp as a guest. 
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NEW INTEREST IN FALCONRY IN AUSTRIA. This year’s 
exhibition hawking by the Austrian Falconers’ Association, 
to which all Austrian falconer groups belong, was held ip 
Lower Austria early in November. The old arts of falconry 
and hawking, which enjoyed their maximum development 
during the Middle Ages, are still pursued very intensively 
in Austria. The falconer groups in Innsbruck, Linz, Vienna 
and Petronel (Lower Austria), in particular, engage in this 
special form of hunting on a regular basis, making use of 
specially trained birds of prey which fly by day. 





The Vienna Philharmonic will arrive in the United States this fall for a six-week concert tour through this 
country and Canada. The orchestra will give concerts in 32 North American cities under the direction of conduc- 
tors Erich Kleiber and Andre Cluytens. 


The development of orchestral music in Vienna 
goes back to the founding of the Vienna Court Orches- 
tra under Emperor Maximilian I in the year 1498. Of 
course, the cultivation of music in the modern sense 
developed—likewise in Vienna—only as a result of the 
important transformations which took place in music during 
the 17th century. However, the rich families of the nobility 
(e.g. the Eszterhazys, the Lichtensteins, the Thuns, the 
Lobkowitzes and the Trauttmannsdorfs) always maintained 
first-rate and expensive private orchestras and it was also 
the custom in the private homes of the untitled to perform 
and listen to music among groups of family members and 
friends. It is therefore not surprising that the first attempts 
at organizing large-scale orchestral concerts which were 
open to the public should have met with a hearty and wel- 
come response. The first efforts in this direction, e.g. the 
‘*Tonkuenstler Society’’ founded in 1771 or the ‘‘Society of 
Friends of Music,’’ formed by members of the Court Orches- 
tra in 1812, did not prove to be permanent. It was only in 
1842 that great and lasting success was achieved. On Easter 
Monday of that year, i.e. on March 28, 1842, a ‘‘Philhar- 
monic Academy’’ was held for the first time in Vienna’s 
Redoutensaal. The big, newly formed orchestra which made 
its debut at this event soon became identified by the name 
‘‘Philharmonic.’’ The establishment of the new musical 
organization and its brilliant and successful series of initial 
concerts were primarily the work of its conductor, Otto Nico- 
lai, who from the very start devoted special attention to 
the unique ensemble work of this orchestra, all of whose 
members were completely attuned to one another musically 
speaking. The Austrian poet Anton Wildgans once described 
the Philharmonic as ‘‘a cathedral built of tones.’’ One year 
after its formation, on March 19, 1843, the new orchestra 
achieved a sensational success of worldwide proportions 
with a performance, after innumerable rehearsals, of Beetho- 
ven’s Ninth Symphony. With this success, the foundation 
was laid for the unique artistic performances and traditions 
for which the Vienna Philharmonic has become famous. In 
the early years and decades of its existence, the orchestra 
was still highly dependent on the personality of whoever 


happened to be its conductor. Nevertheless, it always re 
mained true to the ‘‘philharmonic’’ idea. Following Nicolai 
and Karl Eckert, Hans Richter occupied the conductor’s 
podium for a period of 23 years and exerted a great influence 
on the orchestra. Richter had that rare gift of musical bal- 
ance which was able to strike a happy medium between the 
old and the new and which, despite its great devotion tc 
tradition, did not exclude itself from contemporary develop- 
ments. It was he who introduced the symphonies of Bruckner 
as well as the works of Brahms, Tchaikowsky’s ‘‘Pathetiaue”’ 
and the great works of Richard Strauss —the latter as early 
as the period 1886-1895—to the repertory of the Philhar- 
monic. In 1900 the orchestra made a trip to Paris, its first 
foreign tour. This was followed by a visit to J.ondon in 1906 
By the outbreak of World War One, the Vienna Philharmonic 
had already visited all of the capitals of Europe. That war 
and the years following it resulted in great reverses for the 
group until the great conductor Felix Weingartner became its 
head. Under his direction, the orchestra made a concert 
tour to South America in 1922. This was such a success that 
it had to be repeated the following year, this time with 
Richard Strauss as conductor. When Weingartner stepped 
down as permanent conductor in 1927, his place was taken 
by Wilhelm Furtwaengler, who was followed by Clemens 
Krauss. A number of other conductors followed each other 
in rapid succession as directors of the orchestra. In 1945, 
Furtwaengler returned to Vienna and occupied the position 
of permanent conductor of the Philharmonic until the time o! 
his death. 

For economic reasons, atomic power generation can only 
be carried on in a continuous process, which means suppl): 
ing a uniform amount of power throughout the year. 

The use of atomic power plants to meet the ‘‘basic load” 
will result in a reduction of requirements for continuous 
service as such. Even at this early date, it is necessary 
take this factor into consideration in the planning of ne¥ 
hydro-electric power plants. The fact that in the future 
atomic power plants will supply energy at a uniform year-rou" 
rate means that there will be increasing need for storage an 
pump-fed power plants — like the Tauern plant — which wil! 
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able to transform the excess energy accumulating at 


various times into the power needed for peak periods. 





F'amous conductors from all over the world have returned 
Vienna over and over again to act as guest conductors of 
Philharmonic. Thus, in addition to the permanent con- 
ctors already mentioned, the list of directors—to name 


a few—had included Andreae, Barbirolli, Beecham, 
Boehm, Busch, Karajan, Kleiber, Klemperer, Knappertsbusch, 
Kubelik, Mahler, Nikisch, De Sabata, Schmidt, Stokowski, 
strauss, Toscanini, Verdi, Wagner, Walter and many others. 

the time of its establishment, however, the Vienna 
ilharmonic has without exception followed the tradition 
playing only under a conductor whom the entire orchestra 
agreed to by democratic vote. The exnlanation for this 
is that the Vienna Philharmonic is a society in the 
ense of the Law on Organizations, consisting of approxi- 
itely 120 musicians whose principal occupation is member- 
in the orchestra of the Vienna State Opera Company 

nd a majority of whom are also professors and teachers at 

Vienna Academy of “Music. While all members of the 
‘hilharmonic belong to the State Opera Orchestra, not all 
f the members of the latter group belong to the Philhar- 

nic. It is only when a vacancy occurs in the Philharmonic 
irchestra that members of the State Opera Orchestra have 
portunity to apply for admission. And it is considered 
highest kind of recognition to be admitted to the Phil- 
iarmonic. Inasmuch as its members receive salaries as mem- 
ers of the State Onera Orchestra and, for the most part, 
dtain remuneration as professors at the academy or as 
private teachers, they are obligated to no one for financial 
suhsidies and need follow no dictates other than those of 
r artistic conscience. From the time of its establishment, 
the proceeds from the concerts of the Vienna Philharmonic, 
ifter deduction of expenses, have always been used ex- 
lusively for charitable purposes. The officials of the or- 
‘hestra are elected by the members every year in secret 
dalloting and are responsible only to the members. The 
rchestra is headed by the elected ‘‘Director’’ who is assist- 
ed by several ‘‘concertmasters.”’ 
The Vienna Philharmonic is made up of the following 
instrumental sections: 16 first violins, 13 second violins, 
ll violas, 10 cellos, 9 double beses, 2 harps, 5 flutes, 5 


- 


oboes, 5 clarinets, 5 bassoons, 9 French horns, 6 trumpets, 
6 trombones, 2 tubas and 6 percussion instruments. 

Since 1860, the Philharmonic has been giving regular 
subscription concerts in Vienna. At the present time, there 
are eight such concerts every season. Many of the subscrip- 
tions for these concerts— which since 1870 have been held 
in the main auditorium of the Musikvereinsaal —have been 
in the same family for 60 or more years. In addition to the 
subscription concerts, the orchestra gives a ‘‘Nicolai Con- 
cert’’ every year, devoted mainly to the works of Ludwig van 
Beethoven. The Philharmonic’s New Year’s Concert, with 
all of its rich traditions, is usually held on January 1 of 
every year. Initiated by Clemens Krauss, these concerts 
are devoted to the works of Lanner and the Strauss ‘‘Waltz 
Family.’’ Since the beginning of the Selzburg Festivals in 
1925, with the collaboration of Richard Strauss and Bruno 
Walter, the Vienna Philharmonic has been a cornerstone of 
these unique musical festivals. 


The permanent activity of its members as instrumental- 
ists in the Vienna State Opera orchestra and as teachers of 
music represents a major stumbling block in the way of 
frequent and extensive foreign tours on the part of the Vien- 
na Pnilharmonic. Nevertheless, during the past ten years 
the Philharmonic has again found it possible to apnear in 
nearly all European countries, including two visits to the 
Edinburgh Festival. It has also made a trip to Fgypt. The 
absence of the Philharmonic always has certain effects on 
the repertory of the Vienna Opera which, on such occasions, 
has to refrain from scheduling operas which require unusual- 
ly large orchestral facilities. 

It has often been noted that other great orchestras of 
the world also number great artists and unique virtuosos in 
their midst without, however, being able to attain the tonal 
quality of the Vienna Philharmonic. On the basis of his 
long years of collaboration with this orchestra, Wilhelm 
Furtwaengler had the following to say: ‘‘This group of high- 
ranking virtuosos are all sons of a single region, a single 
city. There is no parallel for this any place in the world. 
Not only were most of the orchestra’s members born in Vien- 
na but all of them received their musical training there. 
These men are the products of typical Vienna flute, oboe 
and clarinet schools, of the Vienna schools for French horns 
and strings. And it is this uniformity which is the reason 
for that characteristic fullness, roundness and homogeneity 
of sound which no other orchestra, either in Europe or Ameri- 
ca, is able to produce.’’ 


ERICH KLEIBER, who is to conduct fifteen concerts with 
the Vienna Philharmonic in the United States next year, was 
born in Prague in 1890 and studied at the Prague Conservea- 
tory. In 1912 he was appointed conductor at the Court Thea- 
ter in Darmstadt and he subsequently held conducting posts 
at Duesseldorf and Mannheim. 

He was called to Berlin in 1923 to become Music Di- 
rector of the Berlin State Onera, a position he held until 
his resignation in 1934 when he left Germany in protest 
against the Nazi ‘‘Kulturpolitik.’’ He moved to South Ameri- 
ca, where he eppeared as guest conductor in Argentina, 
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Brazil, Chile, Peru and Uruguay. Taking up residence in 
Buenos Aires in 1936, he was appointed conductor of the 
German Opera season there at the Teatro Colon, a position 
he held until 1949. He has made extensive European tours 
and has received critical acclaim at the Salzburg, Zurich 
and Wagner Festivals and in such music centers as London, 
Paris, Florence, Rome, Vienna, Brussels, Copenhagen, 
Stockholm and Amsterdam. 

Kleiber’s international recognition as a conductor is 
perhaps due to his inexorable adherence to the principle of 
carrying out the composer’s intent to the letter. 

As the late Olin Downes of the New York Times has 
said of him: ‘‘He is beyond doubt a leading conductor of the 
period.’’ . 

ANDRE CLUYTENS will make his United States debut in 
1956 when he is to conduct ten concerts with the Vienna 
Philharmonic on their first .American tour. Mr. Cluytens was 
born in Antwerp on March 26, 1905. At nineteen he completed 
his studies, receiving honors in harmony, counterpoint and 
the art of the fugue. He was twenty-five when he began his 
career in France, which has become his adopted country. 
He now centers his musical activities in Paris, conducting 
at the Opera and the Opera-Comique and directing the Con- 
servatoire Orchestra in their repertoire of symphonic music. 

When the Paris Opera celebrated the 150th anniversary 
of the birth of Berlioz in 1953, Cluytens participated with 
a gala concert in which he was assisted by the leading 
singers and chorus of the Opera House. At the 1954 Aix-en- 


Provence Festival he conducted a spectacular performar 


of Gounod’s ‘‘Mireille.’’ In May 1955 he was guest conduct 
with the Vienna Philharmonic in a program of Mozart an; 
Ravel. This was an historic occasion: during the prograr 
the chairman of the orchestra announced the news of th: 


Signing of the Austrian State Treaty. The orchestra 

taneously broke into the Austrian National Anther 
Belgian-born, ‘‘French’’ conductor Andre Cluytens led 
chestra and audience in its joyful rendition. 
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